
 

Governor’s Advisory Council on Substance Abuse Meeting 
October 17, 2011 

11:30 am – 2:00 pm 
Summit Conference Center 

129 Summers Street, Charleston, WV 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 
Registration & Lunch 
 
Welcome & Introductions – Michael J. Lewis, PhD, Cabinet Secretary 
 
Opening Remarks – Governor Earl Ray Tomblin 
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin addressed the Council members, saying that the way to save 
lives and communities was with a team effort, which was why the Council was created.  
He mentioned his work leading to this Council, including meetings across West Virginia, 
and interest in regional efforts with Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, and recently Maryland 
for a regional approach to exchanging information, doctor-shopping, and best practices.  
His charge to the Council: 

• Encourage the Council members to attend the future regional meetings  
• Provide recommendations to the Governor including statutory changes 
• Provide recommendations to the Governor outside of legislative changes, e.g., 

ways to encourage the faith community to engage the community on substance 
abuse issues. 

 
Review of Reference Materials 
 
Council Chair DHHR Secretary Michael Lewis asked each of the members to introduce 
themselves and discussed of the two notebooks provided to the members.   
 

• Governor’s Advisory Council on Substance Abuse Member Portfolio 
• Comprehensive Substance Abuse Strategic Action Plan and corresponding 

exhibits & documents  
 
Discussion:  

Bylaws – discussion and recommendations made for changes related to: 
• Notice of meetings 
• Rules of governance – Senate Rules or Roberts Rules 
• Minutes 
(Recommended changes to the Bylaws available as a separate document)  

 
Power Point Presentation by the Bureau for Behavioral Health and Health Facilities 
Commissioner Vickie Jones presented a Power Point and addressed the Council, 
providing background and context for the Council and urging them to find short and 
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long-term solutions.  Discussion included the way regions were chosen, and how 
meetings are being advertised in the regions. 
(Copy of presentation available separately) 
 
The Governor’s staff, Hallie Mason and Becky Neal, also addressed the group.  Hallie 
Mason indicated that subcommittees would be formed at the next meeting. 
 
The timeframe for the Council’s work was reviewed, with a report due to the Governor 
by January 1, covering priority areas in all stages of the continuum of care (e.g., 
prevention, early intervention, treatment, recovery). 
 
Roles, Responsibilities, and Processes 

• Regional Task Forces  
 Prevention, Early Intervention, Treatment, Recovery  
 Meeting location & schedule plans 
 Priorities and legislative priorities 

• Conveying regional information to Advisory Council 
• Process to filter information 
• Issues 
• Challenges 
• Systems that are working 
• Funding 

 
Discussion: 
Secretary Lewis opened the floor for general questions and comments about what to 
bring to the next meeting.   
 
Topics discussed include: 
 
What services are available now in the State - request for document from DHHR with 
catchment area information 

 
Continuum of services – support services in communities 
Community education needs 
Impact on medical doctor education  

 
What is going on in other states? – Interstate Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force – Ohio, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia (Maryland is interested in joining)  
 
Action Plan Timetable – what can be done rather quickly? 
 
Next steps 

• Attend regional task force meetings whenever possible 
• Notify news media of regional meetings 
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• Comments and feedback sent via email to Dr. Lewis  
• Facilitation & Logistics Team introduced - Community Access, Inc. 
• Website 
• Next meeting prior to December 5 
• Electronic notes ok 
• Member contact information circulated to members 

 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


